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August 24, 2009
Honorable Congressman John Boccieri

300 W. Tuscarawas St., Ste. 716

Canton, OH  44702

Congressman Boccieri,

At the Medina County Fair this year, the Medina County Friends and Neighbors (MCFAN) collected 1,328 signatures from passersby at our booth in the Community Center, on a petition requesting that henceforth you “Read the Bill” before casting a vote approving any legislation.  Further, the language of the petition requested that proposed legislation be posted on the internet for public review and comment prior to any vote; this was a campaign promise by President Barack Obama.  The originals of the petition forms accompany this letter.
Obviously with this many passersby signing our petition in only one week, there is strong public demand that our legislators “Read the Bill” and perform appropriate deliberation prior to voting for passage.  During the week of the Fair, we understand that a national poll was conducted indicating that 92% of the public agree that legislation should be read and deliberated before it is passed.  Our experience at the fair is consistent with that poll; approximately 50% of all passerby stopped by our table to sign the petition, and half of those who did not stop made some visual or audible indication that in their opinion the reading and deliberation of legislation before voting upon it is a “no-brainer”, and that failure to do so was an act of negligence.
We urge you to respect the words of Abraham Lincoln who described our government as being “Of the People, By the People, and For the People”, and to represent the people of Ohio’s 16th Congressional District accordingly.  The people you have been elected to represent, have in the attached petition made it very clear how they wish to be represented in the future.
Please feel free to contact us for further information about the petitions, about other recommended improvements in the legislative process, or about our viewpoints on proposed legislation.

Sincerely,

Jim & Lisa Woods

Co-Founders
