Initial Reaction to Obama’s Prepared Remarks to Kids on September 8.

Now that I have a copy of Obama's prepared remarks (September 8, 12:30 AM of course), I would like to provide an initial reaction.
 
The President's speech is wholly inappropriate to K-6.  It is clearly intended for 7-12 if not 9-12.  Younger kids don't have the option of dropping out, and how hard they work is more dependent upon whether the teacher challenges them to achieve, or merely wants them to feel good for having tried.  That is ironic because in our county only 1 of 6 school systems chose to participate in the Obama speech, and in that one only 4th & 5th graders are required to participate.
 
The US Department of Education's suggested "lesson plans" to support the President's speech have been revised in the past few days to eliminate some of the language that made it appear so much like a campaign event.  Even so the suggestion that K-6 students read books about President Obama seems absurd.  Are they talking about Culture of Corruption or Obamanation?  Or Obama's autobiographies?  Why not something about Washington or Lincoln who lived full lives of hard work, perseverance and accomplishment?  The 7-12 "lesson plans" are much more appropriate, although one wonders where in his career Obama demonstrated the character trait of perseverance that he promotes.  Obama himself has admitted that it seemed like everything was handed to him on a platter.  Exactly.  Not one single example of Obama's perseverance is provided in his speech.  Again, books on Washington or Lincoln should have been promoted, not books on (or by) Obama.
 
As for the speech itself, Obama's teleprompter should break before he tells K-6 about he was deprived as an Indonesian of the educational benefits American kids enjoyed.  That, and the absence of any mention of a father may prompt too many uncomfortable questions, especially in elementary school.
 
He should also delete the section where he tells how he lectured teachers on their responsibilities, parents on their responsibilities, and the government on their responsibilities.  Clearly this is a man in awe of himself.  He is the teacher of teachers, the father of fathers, and the governor of governors.  He is a legend in his own mind.
Last but not least, there was almost no reference to America in the President’s remarks.  Why is that?  It seems a little curious for an American president not to say anything about America.  I am reminded of on old adage, “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything at all”.  Obama said nothing at all about America.  His last sentence seems completely out of context, delivered as a matter of convention.
 
Our initial assessment that this September 8 speech was nothing more, nothing less than an attempt to salvage his legislative agenda and boost his sagging popularity polls by taking his campaign to the more supportive environment and susceptible audience of the public school classrooms, is vindicated.  Like everything else the administration has done lately, it was poorly planned and poorly executed by people inexperienced and unaccomplished in anything other than community organizing.
 
Your next brilliant move, Rahm? 

