Legislative Analysis
S 1679
Common Name:  Nationalized Health Care
Official Title:  ‘‘America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009

Baucus Version (Senate Finance Committee)
	Pro
	Con

	Provide universal health care
	Universal health care is already provided under the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act of 1986 requiring hospitals and ambulance services to provide care to anyone needing emergency treatment regardless of citizenship, legal status or ability to pay.

	
	Only a “conceptual draft” of the bill is available; Sen. Baucus’ committee has voted to prevent the public (and potentially even the senators) from seeing the bill before it is voted upon.  Covers abortion & illegal aliens as written (225 pages, 500 amendments proposed).

	
	Universal health care insurance may be cost prohibitive, infringe upon personal liberty and result in the need for government rationing due to increased “demand”.

	
	“Death panels” and public option struck from this version.  Leaves estimated 25 million not covered by health insurance.  Imposes tax on those who do have “cadillac” health insurance, fines those who have none and imposes criminal penalties (1 yr, $25,000) on those who do not pay the fine.

	Reduce the cost of health care
	The independent bi-partisan Congressional Budget Office says that S 1679 will only cost $829 billion, assuming that $400 billion in fraud and waste can be eliminated from Medicare.  Includes numerous taxes.

	
	Does nothing to replace the “Third Party Payer” system that discourages people from being cost-conscious in obtaining health care.

	
	Adamantly avoids any litigation reform to diminish the effects on health care costs due to malpractice suits in which lawyers frequently get 40% of the “award”.

	
	Inhibits the extra tests and procedures done by medical professionals to protect themselves from attack lawyers.

	Preserve the quality of health care
	We have the best health care in the world.  This bill will increase demand without increasing the supply of medical professionals and facilities; thus quality will necessarily be diminished.

	
	Government bureaucracies will make the decisions that are currently made by citizens and their doctors.

	
	Private insurance companies and policies will be “squeezed out” by 2013, after 2012 presidential election.


Learn More at:

	www.heritage.org
	www.americansforprosperity.org
	www.aproundtable.org/index.cfm
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