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﻿ 

Hi everyone. I wanted to update everyone on the events surrounding the pledge issue here in Oberlin so far. I'll try to include as much info as possible about the past 72 hours as possible, and I hope I'm not giving TOO much info. I'll try to do this in chronological order.
 

So Tuesday was our board meeting. We sat patiently and waited three hours before they got to our issue. As you are hopefully aware by now, the "compromise" policy they came up with was less than satisfying, to either side. In summary, it stated that the pledge was to be said no more than 5 times a month, and with the words "under God" removed. Not a good solution. So here is where it went from there. I began an email dialogue with the Superintendent. Here is the chain of emails, only two a piece, and responses I received from him:
 

My first letter to him:
 

Dear Superintendent Andrews: 
  
I wanted to touch base with you concerning the outcome of the meeting from last night, specifically the topic of the pledge of allegiance. 

Almost six months ago now, I came before you, and the board, to learn why the pledge of allegiance was not currently said in our schools. We have come this far, and a compromise was attempted last night, but it fell short of my stated question. What was presented last night did not address my question. I so appreciate the time, and effort you have put in to attempt to deal with this difficult issue. My question was on the pledge of allegiance, and what was presented last night as part of the "new" policy, was, NOT, the pledge of allegiance. As I stated at the meeting, it was at on time, until it was authorized, by Congress, to it's current form. The Oberlin City School Board, in my estimation, when acting as that body, is NOT vested with the power to make the change to that statement, such as they did. That can only be done one of three ways. It can be changed through the actions of Congress, determination of the Supreme Court, OR if and when AN INDIVIDUAL chooses to exercise his RIGHT of free speech NOT to say that part of the statement. 

For the board to present that as the pledge of allegiance is educational malice. I would MUCH rather have the children, mine especially not be given information at all as opposed to the incorrect information. 

Geoff....I understand the position you're in.....believe me I do....but we can't do this. It's not for the Board to pick and choose how to present this. It's censorship, and it's wrong. 
Here is what I propose. IF the pledge of allegiance were truly represented in this policy, then I think it would have been a workable compromise. I would suggest that you even add this change: 

"All students are equally welcome to remain silent, or to join in reciting in full, OR IN PART, the pledge of allegiance; I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic, for which it stands, one Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

After having heard the disclaimer before the pledge, can it be in doubt that everyone has been protected here? And perhaps I've done a bad job in conveying my expectations of the board in the execution of this policy if passed. It wouldn't have to be like turning on a light switch. I was outside last night, and I had June Goodwin, ACLU, AGREEING with me! I shook the woman's hand, and talked to her for at least 5 minutes. We BOTH agreed that as long as there was a proper education and instruction given to the students before this policy took effect, that everyone was aware of what these words meant, and that they had the right not to participate....then we could have all been fine with this policy going forward, under God included. 

I, no WE, do not intend for six months of our lives to have gone for nothing. We have sent out over 400 letters to people in this community. We have been going door to door in our own little precious spare time, to meet and talk with people about this issue. I assure you Geoff, the people support this cause, but certainly not in the form it was presented last night. I do hope you will continue to work with the board, and present an amended policy for a new first reading, that TRULY addresses the issue that is at hand. Please feel free to caonact me to discuss this further at 716-510-4913. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

His first response:
 

Dear Shawn, 

Thanks for sharing your thoughts.  I believe if you had shared them in a similarly constructive manner last night, suggesting including the phrase "under God" and suggesting editing the preamble, instead of calling the draft policy an abomination, there may have been a different result.  You say that you and June were in agreement - there wasn't any agreement that was evident in the board room.  Think about how you came to agreement with June, and think about how you addressed the board.  I imagine they were different approaches, and you can see which one was effective.  I really don't mean to sound paternalistic here, but there is some learning to come from that - you and June agreed outside the meeting, and you were stridently in opposition inside.  If you reflect on that some, I think you can devise an approach that may be more effective for you in the future (and incidentally, reflection is one of the key elements of the IB learner profile).   

Thanks again for caring so deeply about the Oberlin schools and the children of Oberlin. 

Best regards,

Geoffrey G. Andrews
My first response to him:
 

Great point. Perhaps if we were not made to sit for three hours before we got to our issue, and then when it was our turn, if we were not told that  'time is now an issue so we're limited to just 1 minute and no second responses would be allowed'.  Therefore anyone who had spoken before would not be recognized a second time.  I or, someone else could have made that suggestion had we been afforded the opportunity to speak for 3 minutes . I was sitting there thinking this last night, and because I had read a statement for a gentleman who is unable speak, I was not allowed to speak again as I had taken my turn. I know there is business of the school board that must be addressed, and our issue is no more important than any other, but I think we are at least owed equal time and respect for our issue, don't you?
 

So where do we go from here sir? How do we get past this unfortunate rift in our progress to make an honest attempt at real change and compromise across the board? Eagerly waiting to hear more thoughts....
 

Shawn
 

His last response to me:
 

Dear Shawn, 

I believe the issue is on hold for awhile.  You are welcome to approach the Board President, but with less than a full board at the next several meetings (due to vacations), I doubt they will re engage in it right away.  I might also add that suggesting that there is *now* room for compromise does ring a little hollow to me...compromise was the point of last night, and using words like "abomination" to describe the board's efforts at compromise was utterly unproductive.   

It seemed to me that a lot of your group's energy was directed to the under God phrase. If that is the priority, it seems that the argument has moved from patriotism to religion. As you know, it wasn't in the original pledge.  That was Joe McCarthy's addition to the pledge - and I think all across the political spectrum he is now viewed as one of the most odious legislators ever elected in this country.  So if you ask the board to re-consider at some point, think about where and when and how compromise can happen, and how you may seek more gradual steps toward your goal.   

I appreciate your continued support of the schools and your efforts to improve education for the children of Oberlin.  I have enjoyed getting to know you through all of this, and I am happy to continue the conversation, though the next 8 days are pretty rugged for me, so I apologize in advance if I don't get back to you so quickly...   

Best regards,

Geoffrey G. Andrews
So those emails were exchanged Wednesday through out the day. Yesterday afternoon I spoke to the Chronicle telegram. Here is the article that they printed based on my interview:
 

http://www.chroniclet.com/2009/05/oberlin-board-decides-to-stay-pledge-less/#comments
 

This morning I was on 640AM WHLO the Matt Patrick Show. Here are two links. My interview is in hour 2....at the 32:30 mark of hour two:
 

http://www.mattpatrickshow.com/cc-common/podcast.html
 

The Superintendant was also on...in hour three at the 27:53 mark...same link as above
 

This afternoon I did a phone interview with Fox 8 News....here is the article that came out of that interview:
 

http://www.fox8.com/wjw-sns-ap-oh--pledgelessschools,0,7652908.story
 

So that brings us up to 9PM Thursday night......Im considering drafting a letter to the school board members, with our suggested policy, that we believe would please everyone, and to also announce our intent, to NOT let this issue die. I understand if it needs to be put on hold due to board vacations, but if they think this is over and done with,...well...I hope you agree with me that we can not let that happen.
 

So we're kind of in limbo as to when this issue could or would be taken up again at the board. I think that will become evident as the days go on here, and I begin to engage the board on an individual basis. There is MUCH work that can be done between now and then. I proppose we take this "down time" to continue to get this grass roots effort growing, to continue to go door to door, to continue to mail letters, and talk to as many people as possible, which brings me to my last point.....spreading the word.....we need to light the fire under the people who are still not aware that this issue even exists!!! Let's stay in touch, and make our plan going forward. I know, that working together, we can make this happen. Thank you all....and please feel free to contact me, or to give my contact info out to those who you think could use it! If you want to help out or get involved,...PLEASE feel free to get in touch with me whenever you can!Talk to you all soon!
 

Shawn Marcin
716-510-4913
marcin222@verizon.net
