Medina County Friends And Neighbors
Volunteer Information

Medina County Fair

1) Location

Our booth is in the Community Center Building of the Medina County Fairgrounds.  A map is available on our website.  The Community Center is the building furthest to the South on the Fairgrounds, and has a large paved parking lot.  The best entrance to use is the Fair Road entrance, off Lafayette Road.  The exact location of our booth within the Community Center Building is the western half of the building, halfway down the north wall.  The sign above the booth will say “American Friends” until we replace it with our banner.
2) Admission and cost

Cost of admission is free until 3 PM on Monday.  After that time everyone will be required to have a stamp indicating that admission was paid.  Admission is $5 per day except that seniors are only charged $2 per day, with Tuesday being free admission for seniors.  People who expect to be at the fair more than 5 days should buy a “sheet” of seven admission tickets for $24.  These must be purchased by Monday.  Surplus admission tickets that will not be used can be donated at the MCFAN booth, so that they can be made available to volunteers.

Admission is available at the door of the Community Center.  Anyone who does not have an admission ticket can pay the $5 entrance cost, pick up an admission ticket at our booth, return to where they paid the admission (within 30 minutes) and get their $5 back. 
3) Setup
Because we are booked full all weekend, we plan to arrive at the fair after 8 AM on Monday to set up the booth.  Our understanding is that Monday mornings are very slow, so this should work out okay.

4) Breakdown

To be Determined

5) Fair Rules
All rules of the Fair must be observed.  We will post a copy inside the booth if available.  For now however there are only two that we have heard of that should be noted:

a) The booth must have at least one attendant at all times, from 10 AM until 10 PM on each day of the Fair.  Naturally we would want to do that anyway as we will have a computer, screen and cashbox.  It should also be no problem, considering the volunteer coverage we’ve received.  In the unlikely case that the booth must be left by the last attendant, request that a trustworthy person from another booth attend the booth during a temporary absence (e.g., restroom break).
b) An attendant may not leave the booth to talk to people.  This rule may have been established to prevent vendors from pursuing prospects.

6) MCFAN rules
We want to present the best possible image to the public.  Accordingly we must at a minimum follow the rules we have advocated for public events such as rallies, demonstrations and protests:

a) Vulgar or aggressive behavior is not tolerated

b) If anyone becomes vulgar or aggressive report them to police or designated authorities immediately

c) Do not obstruct traffic or interfere with other people

d) If a heckler confronts us, ignore them and tolerate them until they go away; don’t argue
e) If you see a heckler confronting someone, film them in case they do something provocative

f) Be friendly and cordial with everyone

g) Treat everyone with dignity and respect

h) Meet new friends

i) Have fun!

j) Clean up before you leave
7) Our goals
Our mission is to grow the conservative grassroots.  At the county level we do this by identifying, interesting, informing, involving, enabling and energizing patriots.

a) Goal #1 is to build our numbers.  We do this by getting people to add themselves to our email distribution list (or the distribution lists of our affiliates).  We should only encourage them to “sign up” after we’ve talked with them and determined that they appear to be “one of us”.  If an “Acorn” signs up, wait until they’ve walked off and strike through their name or write “Acorn” next to their name.  New people will identify themselves and sign up to get involved at the Fair.  This goal is supported by: 
i) About us – a folder providing a basic description of MCFAN

ii) Flyer – a flyer identifying up upcoming public events

iii) Business cards – containing our website URL, email address, phone number, etc.

iv) Video – showing our collection of photos and videos

v) Literature from affiliated organizations, especially the Lorain, Stark and Summit 9.12 groups which will also be providing some of the volunteers for our booth

b) Goal #2 is to inform the public on the issues.  The issues we have selected to focus on is: 

i) Nationalized Health Care

ii) Cap and Trade

iii) Food Safety Act

iv) Illegal Immigration

v) TARP (what we were sold, what we got – time permitting)

vi) Stimulus (what we were sold, what we’re getting – time permitting)
c) Goal #3 is to enable the public to influence their Congressman/woman by:

i) Providing contact information for legislators

ii) Providing tips on how to write/speak to a legislator

iii) Helping people to identify the Congressional District in which they reside (district maps will be available) – board of elections database is on computer

iv) Encouraging people to sign the Boccieri/Sutton petitions requiring that the Congresspersons read bills before voting on them and that all bills be posted on the internet for public review and comment for 72 hours before they are voted upon in the House of Representatives

v) Providing tips on writing Letters to the Editor

vi) Providing Voter Registration forms upon request (back table – please review the accompanying instructions on registering voters before they complete the registration form and walking away)

d) Goal #4 is to energize our supporters by selling T-Shirts, decals, flags, American heritage books, etc.
e) Table space will be at a premium; roughly 1/3 will be for signup & petition, 1/3 for sales, 1/3 for video and literature.  Anything that can go to the back table to be given upon request, should go there.  The cash box must be on the back table.
8) Tips on citizen advocacy
a) If someone asks you a serious question  answer as best you can using moderation, well known facts and common sense – don’t assume that they know (or should know) as much about the issues as we do (if they did, they would be in the booth with us)!
b) If you get a question to which you don’t know the answer, don’t try to answer it; instead have them write down the question with their name, email address and phone number and put it in our “Questions” box; we’ll try to get them an answer within 48 hours.  
c) If you are “interviewed” by anyone, use it as another opportunity to educate the public;  if they are a member of the news media, speak to the people who will be listening or watching at home, not to the reporter.
d) If you get a “setup question” (e.g., “when did you stop beating your wife”?) answer the question you wish you had been asked (e.g., “The Cap and Trade bill is bad for Ohio; it is going to increase our energy costs, increase unemployment and increase taxes – Cap and Trade is a bad bill and it is bad for Ohio”). 

9) Tough Questions

We are collecting “tough” questions that our volunteers might get asked so that we can think of and prepare everyone with “good answers”.  If you can think of a tough question send it to jimwoods@mcfan.org.  Thanks!
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Update August 4, 2009:

1. Based upon our experience with the first day of the Fair we recommend inviting passersby to sign the petition requiring our Congressmen to “Read the Bill” before they vote on legislation.  Response has been very positive.  While they are signing the petition, put a copy of our 2 breakfast flyers and one of our business cards into one of the Uncle Sam foldovers, and offer it to them when they have finished signing, telling them that it tells them more about our organization and invites them to join us at one of our public forums.  If they are interested in that, invite them to sign up for our email distribution, so they can be kept informed about important events and legislation.  If they comment that they get too much email already, you may wish to comment that we do too, and that’s why we limit our email to 1-2 per week and only for important information.  We post a lot more on our website.







